- LAN THEO TEN GQI “MA CA RONG”
TRONG BOI CANH VAN HOA TQC NGUOI MIEN NUI VIET NAM

NGUYEN MANH TIEN*

Tém tit: Nghién ciru nay chi ra tén goi “ma ca rong” khong phai 1a mot san phdm vay
muon tir phuong Tay. D6 12 mot san pham vin hoa - tin ngudng c6 co so ban dia ¢ mién nai
Viét Nam cua nhitng nguoi noi tiéng Tai (Thai, Tay, Nung). Xuat hién trong cac thu tich dan
toc chi trung dai thé ki XVIII, ca réng khong phai 1a san pham hu cau ctia nha nho. Trai lai,
cac hoc gia Nho gido da tim hiéu, ghi chép lai cac su kién van hoa ban dia thong qua quan sat,
tiép xUc voi toc nguoi mién nai khi ho di cdng can, tiéu phat cac cudc bao loan toc nguoi. Trén
co s6 d0, cac nha nho di hinh thanh nén hé thong tri thirc, hiéu biét riéng vé mién nai, dan tao
dung nén nén dan toc chi vuong triéu.

Tir khéa: ma ca rong, Tai, Thai, Tay.

TRACING THE APPELLATION “MA CA RONG”
IN THE CULTURAL CONTEXT OF ETHNIC GROUPS
IN MOUNTAINOUS VIETNAM

Abstract: This study demonstrates that the appellation “ma ca rong” is not a cultural
borrowing from the West. Instead, it presents an indigenous religio-cultural construct
originating from the mountainous regions of Vietnam among Tai-speaking communities,
including the Thai, Tay, and Nung. Documented in eighteenth-century ethnographic records,
“ca rong” should not be considered a fictional creation of Confucian literati. Rather, through
firsthand observation, interaction, and participation in military campaigns to suppress upland
rebellions, Confucian scholars engaged directly with local populations, documented their
indigenous cultural events. Based on these experiences, the literati had developed a distinctive
knowledge system concerning the uplands, which contributed to the formation of the Imperial
Ethnography framework.

Keywords: ma ca réng, Tai, Thai, Tay.
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Viéc tim hiéu vé ma ca rong - bong ma rat ndi tiéng trong van chwong Viét Nam, gan voi
cai nhin ban dia, dat n6 trong bdi canh van hoa tdc nguoi mién ndi phia Bic Viét Nam, mot
cach ty nhién, dd dan ngudi nghién ctru vao xtr i cac dong ghi chép dan toc chi trung dai. Tir
d6, c6 mot van dé trong yéu phat sinh: Vi sao cac hoc gia trung dai lai phién 4m va ghi chép vé
bong ma nay véi cac danh xung “ma ca rong” [ 7 / Al BE], “ma ca rang” [471% %] hodc
“ma can sung” #2452 %]? Di san dén toc chi trung dai hién ton cho thdy rat rd rang danh xung

* TS. - Vién Van hoc. Email: manhtiensh@gmail.com
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“ma ca rong” nham chi loai ngudi ma hut mau da Latin hoa thanh tiéng Viét Nam (da toc nguoi)
hién dai ma ngay nay khong khoi bi phu 1én 16p nghia phuong Tay héa, hinh dung ca rong nhu
di san dén tir phwong TAy qua van hoc, dién anh trong tuong twong cta dai ching.

Vé ¥ nghia “ma ca rong: chir “7li”, am Han 13 “gia”, nghia Ia cay/qua ca, Nom doc 1a “ca™;
chir “8”, chir Nom doc 1a “rdng”. Ba chir “Jiifi % doc 1a “ca rong quy”, tirc “ma ca rong”.
“Ca rong” [Jili%€] déu 1a chit Ném, chi c6 chit “quy” [&]

ﬁk?iiﬁ;@ikﬁ”%“ . A N N .2
R, 5 M 4 7 & s | VA cdch néi “ca rong quy” [H%E L] 1a kiéu van Han. Con
& % "ow a4 & A g| trong tlr “ca rong ma” [AhUEE], ca “ca” [hh], “rong” dl%]
.Y E A w ;L F 4 =l va“ma” [JE] déu la chir Nom, chi ¢6 cach néi “ca rong ma”
M9 A = = % e F H| 14 kiéu van Han.
f)f:_- *’T = B ‘F& i o X ~ Y tT) N ] >
E oAy A f‘; &T’i ;: i:\ Vé y nghia “ma ca rang” [ #% %]: Tt nay duoc hop thanh
otk 4 8o o= ¢ ool tchd “AF”, Am Han 1a “ki”, am Nom la “ca”; chit “#%2> 1a chir
R LR ok e oAl Nom, doc 1a “lang” hode “lang”. Ba chit nay nén doc 1a “ca
;{ j ML‘; ;‘ " i i lang quy nghia la “ma ca lang” (ca rong). “Ca lang” 1a Nom,
ik i = ;:;_;\ 5 “quy”va két cau “ca lang quy” thi theo van Han.
R # Hogp B X Vé ¥ nghia “ma can sting” [#252%]: “ma can sung” chinh
- g ; 4; ‘; f: i »| 1a“can sing quy” - mot danh xung thuan Han.
L B O A . . .
% o & f o XK Theo cach hiéu da phé bién ngay nay, nhing
fg*_ BBHE AFR ; danh xung nay tuy khac nhau nhung déu co0 gang ki
3; . :;z :’: Z; ;‘; A ;A  am “krung”/ “gunung” trong cac ngon ngl Tai-Kadai, ham
% "L = E ~ L re N 99 A < A s 7 A ;e N
g A :q nghia “nui riing”'. Tuy nhién, trong tiéng Thai, ki &m nti ring

khong thiy ton tai “gunung”. Riéng ki 4m “krung” ciing chi

Iv{in}};l: Mot t,rar.lfg trong Kin gﬁn voi duy nhat Am “rung’” chi “ring gia” va con nghia khac
van tiéu luc (ki hiéu VH 1322/1 L e X . X - X 1A

- Vién Nghién ctru Hén Nom) ¢6 la ,nghla dia” trong tieng Thai’. Trong tiéng Thai*, pho bien

su xuAt hién ciia chit “carong ~ 1that cho nhérq tu chi “rimg nai” ¢6 cac cach noéi “pu” [nii]

ma” [HiiEEE]. “pa” [ring]. V& 16p tir chi nui, c6 cac cach noi sau: “pu” [pa]’

12 “n6i” - chi chung cho ndi dat, déc; “lan” [dan®] 13 “nui”

- chi nti da (vi du: lan kham: ntii vang); “khau” [khau] la “nti” - chi nai c¢6 dinh nhon, cong

1én nhu stmg trau, day 1a tir Tay Thai cd, nay vung Thai khong con dung (vi du: khau ludng,

khau pha). Ngoai ra con ¢o tir “pom” [pom] 1a “d6i” (g0, moém). Con “rimg’’ thi phd bién

! Tri thirc trén di thanh phd théng, vi du xem muc tir “ma ca rdng” trén Bach khoa toan thu mo Wikipedia, https:/
vi.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ma_c%C3%A0_r%E1%BB%93ng

2 Mot tir rat ¢d trong ngdn ngit Nam A, ¢6 bién do nghia rit rong 16m.

3 Cu Lo Van La ¢ thanh phd Son La cho biét tir “krung” trong tiéng Thai ciing ¢6 khi chi dong tc tay di dung
dang, Tuy nhién, day co I€ chi la mot sy yay muon tir tleng Vigt.

4 Ve cac 16p tu chi ndi va rung trong tiéng Thai nay, ngoai trao doi voi nguoi Thai cac n01 t6i xin cam on chi
dan cia cac truong 130 Thai: Ha Nam Ninh (B4 Thudce, Thanh Hoa), Lo Van La (thanh phd Son La), Luong Chira
(Yén Chau, Son La)

5 Trong doan nay, phlen am trong ngoac kep la nglt am ving Théi bac Thanh Hoa (huyen Ba Thudc cii), con
phién 4m trong ngodc vudng la ngit am ¢ vung Thai Den (thanh phé Son La) Vidu: [pu] thi pu 1a phién am
Thai bac Thanh Hoa (ngudi Phi Tay) va Thai nam Thanh Hoéa (Tay Do), pu la phlen am vung Théi Den (thanh
pho Son La).

Sam Cong Danh cho biét: trong ngon ngilr ctia nguoi Thai Do, “dan” c6 nghia la ¢ Véch”, chi nhitng dia hinh (nti)
¢6 dbc dung nhu vach. Con nui d4 thi nguoi Thai & Nghe An goi la “pha”, nguoi Tai dong (Tay) goi la “phia”.
Trong nhitng vdn ban tdm linh tai Thai Lan, Lao con c6 tir “doi”, chi mot dla hinh cao.

7 Sam Cong Danh cho biét: ngudi Thai Pen c6 tir “dong” (rimg ram) ngudi Do phat am 1a “déng”; tir “lau” (rimg
non, rung tai sinh), nguoi Do phat am la “lau”.
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cach goi “pa”'. Vi thé, that khé hiéu vi sao lai

kién giai cach goi “ca rong” 1a bién thé cua tir M _;_ 3 o8 K+ Al £
“krung”/ “gunung” - nhiing tr von dugc cho 1a chi o B P T & 1 # r&‘;' £.
rung nﬁj nhung lai kha xa la v6i 16p tir chi ring nti oA T OB A i 52
trong tiéng Thai. o i Ak A @ Bt s ih
Déng thdi, trén c‘:é thuc cﬁa 14n cac sé’ch bao thoi : A%, ﬁ“ R & _ﬁ__' ﬁ‘“!. 7,
thuoc dia yé ma ca rong c”? mié’n nui phia Bac Yiét Nam [ & . i oa o o b 7
ma cho dén gio nguoi viet biet duqc,‘céc tur :cién’g Tha:ti B 3 AL
(dac biét ngénh Thai Pen) chi ma ca rong pho bién nhat de T RS i,
1a “phi phong”; “phi phong” va “phi ph()ng” O nguoi % };E 3 j_ A # LN
Thai Thanh Hoa hay “phodng” theo tiéng Thai muong ﬁ % 3,0 2 AR
So, “poong” theo mdt phuong ngit Thai Nghé An; va - G
« 2> ot A 1A R g « v 1 w A A T A A 2 lﬁ
sangan” (thém bién thé dia phuong “swangan” ¢ Son & 3 A W Lo g ba
La, con Dién Bién thi c6 nha nghién ctru ghi thanh ! 'T‘" ks __;#\-
“sngan”). Trong d6, “phdéng™ sau ndy dugc cic nha A b, #- 'hf ﬁ; e
dia phuong hoc nguoi Thai dich 1a “ca rong”, va “sa 'F'EL & “*" # A1 LA
ngan” thi dwoc dich 1a “ca 16, Nhu thé, theo cach % A B o~ & AL ]
goi “phi phong” hay “sa ngan” ‘phé bién cua ngur‘oi ! ¥ K A R XX L‘iL‘ |
Thai Viét Nam hién nay, khéng hé co su lién quandén * A a ?""i]' ‘A
ma ca rong” hay “ma ca 16, “ma can sting”, “ma can A e g l.&'
song” nhu cac hoc gia trung dai ghi chép. Vay vi sao i & B sie L ﬁ Lpr
cac hoc gia dan tdc chi Han Nom trung dai ¢ Vi¢t Nam a9 A Y LL

lai ghi chép, phién am b(’)ng ma hut mau x& Thai thanh :

“ma ca rdng” hay “ma ca 16”, “ma can sing”, “ma can ~ 1inh 2: Ma carong [FEAIkE] chép theo
N 161 thuan Nom trong Kién van tiéu luc,

song nhuchac thu tich d dan ¢ tr,en? ’ ban chép lai dau thé ki XX thudc bo suu

beé tra 1061 dugce cau hdi ay, nguoi viét da mo tap cua Maurice Durand.

rong khao sat cac cach goi bong ma hut mau xur Thai ¢

nhiéu ving khac nhau, ca & bén ngoai Viét Nam 1an & cac toc ngudi ciing ngdn ngit Tai-Kadai

1a Tay, Nung. Tt d6, nguoi viét thir d& xuat may hudng gia thuyét sau day:

ELIN13

' Trong tiéng Tay, Nung, tir chi “ni” bao gdm: “phja”, “pu”, “khau’; tir “ndii non” 1a “pu pai”. Céc tir chi “ring”
bao gém: “dong”; “dong ké” va “ngan da” (rimg gia); “dong phja” va “khau phja” (ring ). Xin xem: Hoang Van
Ma va Luc Vén Pdo, Tir dién Viét - Tay - Nung (NXB Khoa hoc xa hoi, 1984), 319, 401; Hoang Van Ma va nhiing
nguoi khac, Tir dién Tay - Nung Viét (NXB Tt dlen Béch Khoa, 2006).

Tur dién tiéng Thai Ngh¢ An noi dén “phi nguoc ma ca rong, ma thudng luong
2

99 ey

“Phong trong tieng Thai co 16p nghia 1a “an song”, “an tap”. “Sa ngan” trong tiéng Thai ¢6 16p nghia vé
“ngan”: an ngau nghién, “ngan”: dir dan.
3 Chang han, Luong Thi Dai, Cdc hinh thitc ma thudt, bua chii ciua nguoi Thai Den ¢ Dién Bién (NXB Dai hoc
Qudc gia Ha Noi, 2011); Hoang Tran Nghlch va Ca Chung, Loi than chii, bia - chai trong ddn gzan sach co Thai
(Koam man muon Tay) (NXB Hoi Nha van, 2016). Ngay nay, cach dich “phong” la “ca rong > dugce xac nhan
mot cach tu nhién béi ngudi Thai va cac nha nghién ctru dia phuong Thai ¢ nhiéu noi, tir mién nui Thanh Hoa ra
ngoai Tay Béc.
Tropg hinh dung cua nguoi Viét thi “ma ca 1”’ la mot tén khac cua “ma ca rong”. C6 tir dién dinh nghia Ve “ma
ca 16” 12 “ma ca rong, tha ma & thuong du mién Bac thuong nhap vao ngudi di hut mau ngudi khac”. Cu thé, xem
Lé Van Dirc va nhiing ngum khéc, Viét Nam tw dién, Lé Ngoc Tru hiéu dinh (NXB Khai Tri, 1970).
Thuc chat, cach chép tén “ma ca 16™/ “ma ca 16” véi ndi dung twong tu “ca rong” da dugc cc hoc gia Viét Nam
trung dai thuc hién, nhu tac gia sach Son cu tap thudt ghi chép vé “ma ca 16” [ﬁ][]&%%] 0 Hung Héa. Cam on
Catherine Churchman da chi nguon thong tin.
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[1] Theo hiéu biét ca nhan cta nguoi viét, cac tu liéu can dai ghi chép vé bong ma nay &
Thai Lan c6 ba tur chi loai nguoi - ma hat mau 1a “phi krasu”, “phi krahang” va “phi phoang”.
Trong d6, “phi krasu” va “phi krahang” 1a mét, chi c6 diéu 1a ngudi nir thi goi 1a “phi krasu”,
con 14 nam gidi thi goi 1a “phi krahang”. Ngoai ra, & Thai Lan, bién thé ctia ma ca rong con c6
“phi ca” va “phi pop”'. Cach phién am “krasu” [ca su/ ca su]? twong dbi gidng voi “can sung”,
sau c6 thé duoc bién d6i thanh “can song” va tiép dén 1a “ca rdng”. Tuong tu, “krahang” [ca
hang] twong ddi gidng cach phién am 1a “ca rang” “ca rang”. Dua vao cach goi ma ca rong
nay & trong tu liéu Thai Lan nhu trén, nguoi viét dem 16p nghia nay kiém chimg ¢ khu vuc
Tay Bic, vung dia li twong ing v6i Hung Hoa cii, noi ma thu tich vé ma ca rong trung dai chii
yéu duoc san xuat dé viét vé vung dat nay. Két qua 1a vé co ban, nguoi Thai Pen (ciing nhu
co ban cac ving Thai khac) khong biét dén cach goi trén. Tuy thé, dao that sdu vao ki trc ving
dat va cac kinh nghiém thiéng?® & cac thay cung 16n, ngudi viét bat ngd nhan lai duoc phan hoi
vé chinh 16p nghia nay c6 ton tai & khu vyc Tay Bic, du cho gio ddy, no khong con phd thong
hoa. Dau tién 1a x4c nhan ctia cu Lo Vian La, mot tri thirc Thai Pen uyén bac*. Nhu 6ng cho
biét, khi 6ng con bé, tam 13, 14 tudi, ong da dugce nghe dén tir “phi ca hang” tir cac thiy mo,
d6 1a mot dang “phi phéng” (ma ca rong) rat kho tri. Tuy nhién, da tir 1au, it nguoi dung tir
nay. Theo chi dan va gidi thiéu cua cu Lo Van L&, nguoi viét da gap ong mo Lo Van Hia’, mot
thy ciing cao tay ving Son La, gio day van 1a bac thay cing chita ma ca rong. Trong cac 16p
nghia ma 6ng mo Lo Vian Hia cho biét’, ngudi Thai Son La ¢6 niém tin vao “phi ca hang cang
c6i” - mot giéng ma rimg nhung c6 hinh dang nhu con ngudi’. Chinh chi dan vé “ca hang” va
hinh dang nhu con ngudi cia ma nay cho phép chung ta lién twong dén bién thé dia phuong
ctia “phi ca hang” - “ca rong” trong niém tin nhiéu hdn don x Thai®. Co sé vé mot su bién
chuyén 4m tiét tir “ca hang” dén “ca rang”, “ca rang” va cudi cung 13 “ca rong” it nhidu c6 mot
soi day lién két va co so dan tdc hoc ctia ngdn ngi.

' Phya Anuman Rajathon, “The ‘Phi’,” ed. Margeret Coughlin, Journal of the Siam Society 41, no. 2 (1954).

2 Tiéng Thai Trang Lai Chau c6 tir “phi su” hoac “phi ngan” 1a “ma ca rong”. Xem thém Diéu Chinh Nhim va
Jean Donaldson, Pap san khham pak tay-keo-eng - Ngit-vung Thai-Viét-Anh - Tai-Vietnamese-English Vocabulary
(B9 Giao Duc xuat ban, 1970), 309, 411.

“Phi su” c6 thé 1a dang rut gon cta “phi ca su”

> Gio day chi co the trong doi vao lich sur ki {rc ma thoi. Khong mot ai trong so céc hoc gid Thai thong thao Thai
¢b & cac ving mién ma nguoi viét duoc tiép xuc xac nhan rang c6 sach Thai cd v1et Ve ma ca rong, du trong nha
ho con nhiéu sach cd. Xt Thai da trai qua nhung bién c6 16n, sach vé hao hut rat nhiéu. Vi dy, theo mot tri thirc
Thai uyén bac, khoang nhitng nam 1970 & huyen Yén Chau, 13 bao tai sach co do dan nop lén da bj dét trong
phong trao cai tao mo, trang, bai trir hil tuc mé tin. Khong 15 trong dam chay 4y, c6 sach ¢ nao lién quan dén
bong ma nay hay khong

4 Cu Lo Van La (86 tudi) ¢6 rat nhidu ban dich Théi cb, da xuat ban nhidu sach vé sir cia nganh Théi Pen va van
chuong, lich phap Thai.

*> Mo ludéng (mo 16n) ving Son La. Mo Hia hién 61 tudi, 1a nguorl lam chu 18 cho céc nghi 1& 16n trong Vung

6 Ong mo Hia cho blet trong van hoa Théi, “phi phdng” 1 ma ca rong ¢ trong ban, trinh do con non yéu, con “sa
ngan” cung lamaca rong song trong ban nhung trinh d9 cao siéu, blen hoa rat nhanh, 14 bac thay phi phong DPdng
thoi, nguoi Thai con cd “phi ca hang cang c6i”, day la loai ma song trong rung ram, nii da nhung c6 hinh dang
nhu con ngu'01 ¢6 bui toc, co trai co gai, bat cua bat ca trong hang ma an. Con nguoi khong danh ni no vi ban
dau, no c6 thé bé nhu dira tré nit, nhung cang danh, n6 cang 16n 1én, dén khong 16. Néu c6 tinh bén n6 thi kiéu gi
ciing trat, boi no bién hoa lanh le vO cung Khoéng thay n6i ma nay ha1 nguoi.

7 “Ca hang cang c6i” khi dich chuyen vao Thanh - Ngh¢ duong nhu chuyén thanh “ca hang va “cang c6i”, voi
nhleu bién thé khac nhau, trong do co lop nghia la nhitng giong ma c6 hinh dang con nguoi.

O nguoi Tay Do Quy Chau ‘cang c6i” dugc xem la mot loai thu, c6 nguorl con cho 1a bét dugc, khi c6 dd an thira
ctia nguoi di rimg, n6 thuong dén tim an, t€n 2oi nay la do tleng kéu rat to cta no.

8 O Nghé An, “ca hang” dudng nhu b1en thanh “nha hang’/ “nha hang”, mot kiéu nguoi rimg rat ndi tiéng trong
van hoc dan gian Thai Nghé An.
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[2] Nguoi Thai Phu Tay ¢ viing Bat Mot (muong Mot) thugc Thuong Xuan, Thanh Hoéa' ¢ mo
ta vé& “phi phong”, mot giéng ma hoang sdng trén nii, c6 khi nhap vao con nguoi, biét bién hoa rat
tai gioi. Trong niém tin ¢6 nhidu nhap nhang, co lac “phi phong” dugc hinh dung, bién hoa thanh
mdt dang su tir rimg, biét di hai chan nhu nguoi, than thé diy 10ng (goi 1a “phi pho pa” - “pa” tirc
14 rimg). Theo kinh nghiém ngudi Thai truyén lai, néu di rimg, c6 1& gap no thi phai chay tron that
nhanh?. Ciing c6 khi ngudi ta goi n6 1a “phi ko dang”. Loai “kd dang” ¢6 khi duoc hinh dung tring
1én v&i “phi phong” va ca “phi pop”, c6 khi duoc ké nhur 1a “da hang”, tham chi “ko dang” con ¢6
tén khac 1a “da hang”. Loai nay duoc miéu ta 1ong den, du toc bu xu, dimg di nhu nguoi. N6 song
& rimg, noi viing cao, nui d4, chi khi phai di tim thirc an, né6 mai xudng noi thap. Tom lai, thuong
du Thanh Hoa, it nhat ving Bat Mot (mudng Mot khi xua thudng dugc ghi chép trong sir liéu vé
thoi khoi nghia Lam Son) c6 troi ndi tén goi “phi ko dang”, chi loai ma duge hinh dung c¢6 khi nhu
con ngudi, nhap vao con nguoi, ¢ khi nhu mot dang ngudi rimg. Chinh tén goi “ko dang” nay 1a
dau chi tryc tiép cho ci tén “ca rong” ma chiing ta dang tim kiém.

Nguoi Thai Thanh - ca nhém Thai bac Thanh Hoa (Pha Tay) va nhém Thai nam Thanh Hoa
(Tay Do) déu giao luu sdu dam véi ngudi Viét va ngudi Muong?. “Phi ko dang” hay ma ca
rong mot tr co ca trong tleng Thai va Kmh/Vlet nhu thé, lai chi huong nguon goc dén tleng

“rimg”/ “dang” ¢6 c¢6i ré Nam A, chi loai ma gin véi rimg nui.

[3] Thém mot gia thuyét ciing khong kém phan chit ch& 13 “ca rong” 1a tir co ngudn goc
tryc tiép tir ngon ngit va van hoa Tay va Nung, nhitng nguoi néi tiéng Tai ¢ phia dong (con
goi Tai dong nham phan biét v6i Tai tdy 1a nhitng ngudi Thai & Tay Bic) c6 nén vin hoa gan
giii hon véi Kinh/Viét cting chiu anh huéng Han hoa. Trong tiéng Tay cb ton tai tir “phi ca
rong”, dong thoi, ndi dung vé loai ma nay ciing da duoc cac hoc gia Pong Duong miéu ta tir
kha som. Trong phan viét vé nhom nguoi ndi tiéng Tai (groupe Thai) & cong trinh quan trong
phan loai cac toc ngudi & mién bic Bic Ki, Lunet de la Jonquiére c6 chu giai vé mot loai ma la
“phi ca rong” [pi ca rong], va ghi 13 1a thudc ving Ha Giang: “budi tdi, trong vo thirc, ca rong
ngoam ngon chan, cudn tron lan di tim an ndi tang ciia nguoi bénh (dua theo tiéng kéu rén cua
ho), nhitng phu nit méi sinh, phan, rac ban thiu. Dé phong chéng ca rdng, ngudi ta phai thap
lua len cang man mat lugi™. Dong ghi chép trén véi chu giai dia li cu thé cho ching ta biét
rang néu chiéu theo cach phan loai dan toc hoc ngay nay, ving so hitu “phi ca rong” d6 chinh
1a viing nguoi Tay & Pong Bac Viét Nam.

Mot an ban khac, Tir dién Tay - An Nam - Phdp duge bién soan nam 1910 bai linh myc
Savina, ngudi rat noi tiéng véi chuyén khao vé nguoi Méo (H’méng), cho biét trong tiéng
Tay c6 tir “phi ca rong”. Tl ndy nam trong muc tir vé “phi”, chi cac loai ma x4u, ma lam hai
(mauvais esprits) & ngudi Tay ma dung dau 1a “phi cay”. Péang tiéc 1a Savina khong chu giai
cu thé bang tiéng Viét hodc tiéng Phap cho tir “phi ca rong™

! Thong tin dén tr cu Lang Dirc Lai, mot truong ldo Thai Phu Tay goc Bét Mot, hién séng & thi trin Thu'(mg Xuan.
2 Miéuta nay khién ching ta nhé dén “so 5[” con doc 1a “khu”, chi nguoi hoa thanh cop nhw Thdi Binh hodn vii ki nbi dén.
* Giao luu sau dam Viét - Muong - Thai nhu mét di san trong tinh Thanh Hoa va m¢6 rong ra ca Nghe An 13n Mai
Chau la diéu ma nguoi viét da dan liéu dan toc hoc va néi dén nhiéu lan trong cac nghién ctru ctia minh.

* E. Lunet de la Jonquiére, Ethnographze du Tonkin septentrional (E. Leroux, 1906), 132.

C6 thé tim thay motif chdt minh qua1 vat thanh ba khuc, sau thanh ba loai (ma hodc sinh vat) hat mau kiéu nay
trong ca truyen thuyet dan gian vé Pham Nhan cta ngu'01 Viét 1an truyen ctia nguoi Thai Do ¢ phia tdy Nghé An.
5 Tuy nhién, & phdn sau, ong chu giai muc tir “vampire” 1a “roussette” (doi qua). Xem F.M. Savina, Dictionnaire
Tay-Annamite-Frangais (Hanoi-Haiphong: Impr. d’Extréme - Orient, 1910), 325, 487.
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Day c6 thé 1a can nguyén dé hinh thanh cach ghi chii vé “ma ca rong” cia cac hoc gia Viét
Nam trung dai. Gia thuyét nay c6 co so ctia n6 khi chiing ta nhan thay cach hinh dung cta Lé
Quy Pon trong Kién van tiéu luc vé ca rong ma dut chan 16 mili bay di tim 4n c6 do twong thich
v6i bong ma phi ca rong ciia nguoi Tay. Cac tu dién Tay, Nung do hoc gia Viét Nam bién soan
khong c¢6 myc tir “phi ca rong”'. Tuy thé, trén thyuc dia, thong qua tham hoi cac thay cung va
cac truong 1o Tay ma trudc day nguoi viét timg qua lai thi duoc biét, trong tiéng Tay co tir
“phi ca rong™?, sau nay Kinh hoa thi goi 1 “phi ca rong”. Ngudi Tay phan biét c6 hai loai phi
ca rong 1a “phi cdy” (ma ga) va “phi ca rong kin khi mu” (ca réng an ct lon)?.

Nhitng ngudn tu lidu khac cua cac hoc gia gbc Tay va Nung ¢ Viét Nam sau nam 1954
ciing dem lai nhiéu 16p nghia dang cht y. La Van L6 va Ha Van Thu tir som da ghi nhan vé
niém tin c6 ma ngudi séng (phi dip) séng 1§n voi con nguf(‘ri & cong dong Tay Nung*, véi
nhiéu tén goi khac nhau: “phi cay”, “phi gjong”, “phi phjan”, “ph1 Pham Nhan”, “phi dam
cam”,... Riéng nguoi Nung Phan Sinh c¢6 ma dudi coc “phi hang can” ciing giy hal nhu ma
ga’. Trong nhitng cai tén vé ma ca rong ndy, dic biét dang chu ¥ 1a cach goi “phi gjéng” ma
dau thé ki XX, co tac gia truyén dudng rimg séng & Chiém Hoéa - Tuyén Quang da ghi am la
“phi thong™®. “Gjéng” hay “thdng” déu c6 phat am gan gidng “phdng” trong tiéng Thai va déu
goi dén am “rong” & tiéng Viét. Tyu trung, lién két “dong”/“gjéng”/“phdng”/ “dang”/“rong”
déu chi dén mot nghia sau xa la “rung”, chi mot loai ma cua ngum rung nu1 duong nhu la tur
hudng vao 16p nghia gbc Nam A sau xa nhat ciia loai ma nay’. Do d6, ca rong - dau tién 1a ma
clia ngudi mién nui, sau d6 bién chuyén dén 16p nghia hiit mau, hién hiru nhu con ngudi, song
giita con ngudi - 1a di san riéng tao thanh ban sic ctia nhitng ngudi noi tiéng Tai.

2% < 29 <

Nhu thé, du tir bat cir huong nao, Pong hay Tay Béc, hodc Thanh Nghe va tir bat ké di san
dia phuong nao cua cac truyén théng Tai, voi tinh chat tuong dong cua kiéu/loai ma hiit mau
nay, no6 da troi noi trong cac vung Tai va cac hoc gia Viét Nam trung dai dd muon cach goi “ca
rong” cuia chinh nhitng ngudi ban dia dé chi loai ngudi/ma nay. Co 18 d6 1a cach cac hoc gia
trung dai da phién am bong ma hut mau nay thanh cac tén Han - Viét va tén Nom quen thude
v6i ching ta ngay nay, va mot trong nhimng di san lau dai 4y chinh 1a “ma ca rong” - tén goi
gio day tro thanh noi tiéng nhét va cing dugc dung dé dich loai ma hiit méau néi tiéng dén tir
phuorng Tay: vampire. Sau hon mot thé ki hién dai hoa theo huéng phuong T4y hoa, ma ca
rong duoc tudng twong boi van hoc, dién anh va truyen thong da phuong tién, gio day hlen 1€n
trong tAm thtrc ngudi Viét Nam hién dai v6i nhidu mau sic phuong Tay hon 1a mau sic ban
dia Dong Nam A vén ¢ nhitng ngudn cdi va truyén thong khac biét ctia no.

U Vi du: Tir dién Viét - Ty - Nung ciia Hoang Van Ma va Luc Van Pao, Tir dién Tay - Nung - Viét ciia Hoang Van
Ma, Luc Van Pdo va Hoang Chi. )

2 0 Nghia L9, c6 6ng mo xdc nhin VO‘l nguoi viét rang tleng Thai Nghla L6 co tir “phi ca rong tuy the, ngu(‘ri
viét khong dam chic. Co thé “ca rong > tir 1au da di vao ngon ngtr Thai cung nhu nhicu tdc nguoi thleu s6 nén co
sungd nhan chang" Hodc nguoi Thai Nghla Lo gan hon véi vanh dai Tay nén du nhap tu “phi ca rong” vung Tay?
Vi 16p nghia nay 6 Nghia Lo don 1€ so vdi cac ving Thai nén nguoi viet cam thay can than trong.

3 Dt liéu thu dugc ¢ Chiém Hoa, Tuyén Quang (ci).

4 Tuc nguol Tay va nguoi Nung. Trude day, vi tin rang nguoi Tay va ngudi Nung co su glong nhau vé vin hoa
va nguon goc nén dan toc hoc Vigt Nam thuong c6 xu hudng ghép chung hai toc nguoi von khac nhau nay thanh
Tay Nung nhu mot thue thé tdc nguoi.

* Ha Van Thu va La Van L6, Van héa Tay Nung (NXB Vian hoa, 1984), 20.

¢ Lan Khai, Suéi dan (truyén duong rung) (Cong Lyc xuét ban, khong dé nam)

7 Pé hiéu rd hon mdi quan h¢ lich st, chinh tri, van hoa chang chéo cua cac toc nguoi nay trong lich str Viét,
Muong, Tay, Thai ¢ Viét Nam, xin xem: Nguyen Manh Tién, Nhung dinh nui du ca - Mot 16i tim vé cd tinh H’'méng
(NXB Hoi Nha van, [2014] 2025), Nguyén Manh Tién, Khai nguyén rong tién (NXB Hoi Nha vin, 2021).
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Nhu vay, tén goi “ma ca rong” [/l ] du da duoc biét dén it nhat tir thé ki X VIII trong
vin ban Han Nom cua cac hoc gia Viét Nam trung dai, nhung phién ban tiéng Viét Latin
(quéc ngir) ctia nd duong nhu duge biét dén kha muodn. Lan theo cac tir dién tiéng Viét Latin
nhu Tir dién Viét-Bo-La (1651) cua Alexandre de Rhodes, Tir dién An nam - La tinh (1838)
cua Tarberd, Tuw vi An nam - Pha lang sa (1877) cua J.M.J, Dictionnaire annamite - fran¢ais
(1898) cua J.F.M. Génibrel, Dictionnaire annamite - francais (1899) ctuia Jean Bonet ciling
khong ¢o tir nao lién quan dén ma ca rong. Pai Nam qudc dm tw vi (1895) ciia Huinh-Tinh
Paullus Ctia khong c6 myc tir ma ca rong nhung c6 myc tir “ma lai”/ “ma lai rat rudt” véi
ndi dung dién giai nhu sau: “C6 ké néi c¢6 thir Moi hinh tich ciing gidng Moi khac, ciing 1am
an nhu thuong, ma dém hém dén khi ngu, lai rat dau rat rudt ra ma bay di an phan; hé n6 in
nham phan ngudi nao thi nguoi 4y 6m o gay mon, kéu 1a ma lai rat rudt (Cho 1a mot chuyén
dat dé)”!. Tuy thé, sy kién ma Paullus Cua dé cap dén 1a su kién ma lai phé bién & Truong
Son - Tay Nguyén chit khong phai mién Bac Viét Nam. Du ¢6 nhiéu diém tuong dong véi
ma ca rong & nguoi Thai, bong ma nay van thudc mot truyén théng khac khong duge cha
trong tim hiéu & day>.

Tuy thé, nam 1884, P. J-B Truong Vinh Ky d cht vé muc tir “vampire” trong T dién Phdp
- An nam ctia 6ng: “Ma ngudi ta tin t6i n6 ra khoi ma né vé hut mau ngudi song. - Thir con
doi 16n™3. Tuy thé, Truong Vinh Ky khong chi dich danh d6 1a ma ca rong. Dua vao dong giai
thich ctia Truong Vinh Ky, ¢ thé thiy ma hut mau ma ong nhac dén gan hon véi vampire cia
phuong Tay. Piéu d6 ciing dé hiéu: vi ong dang chu cho muc tir phuong Tay 1a tiéng Phap nén
khong nhin thﬁy & d6 nhiéu tinh ban dia Pong Nam A hay Viét Nam cua su kién nay. Tém lai,
hinh dung cta Truong Vinh Ky vé& vampire gan nhu 1a theo cach hiéu ctia phuong Tay, duy
chi c6 doan sau ddu gach ngang “Tht con doi 16n” 13 ¢6 chut it ddu 4n Pong Nam A khi né
goi dén “phi cong coi” - mot thir ma ring bién thanh doi hut mau & chan nguoi di rimg, lam
cho nguoi ta suy kiét ma chét*,

Phai dén nhiing nam 30 cua thé ki XX, su kién ma ca ré)ng moéi thuc su xuét hién day dac
trong xa hoi Viét Nam. N6 c6 mat trong Viét-Nam tu-dién cua Hoi Khai Tri Tién Dtrc ma khi
khoi thao, tur dién nay co muc tur: “Ma ca-16 hay ma ca-rong. Thir ma & mién Thuong-du xi
Bic-ki; nguoi mién ay tin rang ma ay phu vao nguoi, thuong di hut mau ngucn ta”. Trudc do
mot chit la cac bai viét vé ma ca rong trén bao chi nhu 7 ruyen ki ma ca rong (Thiee nghzep
ddn bdo, s6 2483, ra ngay 06.03.1929). Va tir day, dit liéu vé ma ca rong trén cac san pham in

' Huinh-Tinh Paullus Ctia, Dai Nam qudc dm t vi (Impr Rey, Curiol & Cie, 1895).
2 Pé biét thém vé chu dé hét st phong pha nay, c6 thé xem cac tac pham tuyét voi ciia Jacques Dournes ma
“rohung” dugc ban dén mot cach rai rac. Mot nghién ctru tap trung hon 1a Phan Xuan Vién, “Motif trong truyen
Ma lai clia cac dan toc thiéu s6 & Truong Son - Tay Nguyén: mot vai nét so sanh,” Tap chi Khoa hoc xd héi mién
Trung, sb 2 (2016) Co su tuong ddng trong niém tin, tham chi glong nhau dén dang kinh ngac \ vé ca rong gilra
nhu’ng nguorl noi tleng Tai va céc toc ngudi khac 6 Pong Nam A, vi du céc kiéu ca rong von rét n01 tleng nhu
“aswang” hodc “ongo” & Philippines, * penanggalan hodc ¢ penanggal” o Malaysm Tuy nhién, bai viét nay khong
thye hanh mét dan tdc hoc so sanh vé ca rong trong cac nén van hoa, ma chi di sdu vao dong vi str Thai vé ca rong
trén dat Viét Nam ngay nay, mot khu vy tri thirc hau nhu con 1a khoang tréng.
3 Truong Vinh Ky, P. J-B, Dictionnaire frangaise - annamite (Saigon: Impr. de la mission, a Tan Dinh, 1884). Tu
dlen cua Savina cung chu “vampire” 1a doi qua (roussette).
4 V¢é loai ma nay ¢ Thai Lan, xem Phya Anuman Rajathon “The ‘Phi’”. O thuorng Lao, theo bai “Ng6 thur rirng xanh:
Céc thr ma rimg” (k1 IIT) ctia Viét Sinh thi “phi cong ci” [cang coi] lai la giong ma tu nhién, duoc dat tén theo tiéng
kéu ctia n6. Khi n6 kéu, thuong bao hiéu chlen tranh loan lac (Thuc nghzep ddn bao, s6 3398, ra ngay 15.04.1932).
Cam on Luu Ngoc An di cung cip thong tin vé cac bai lién quan dén ma ca rong trén Thuec nghzep dan bao.

68



Nguyén Manh Tién — Lan theo tén goi “ma ca rong” trong boi canh van hoa toc nguoi...

an nhu bao chi hay céc tac phém van hoc méi bat dau tudn chay trong xa hoi Vi¢t Nam, dinh
dang va pho quat di san tudng tugng tap thé vé mot bong ma dang s¢ nhat cia rimg nii Viét
Nam va tam thtrc Viét Nam da tdc nguoi.

Nhu Véy, ma ca rong 12 mot san phim mang tinh ban dia cua Vi¢t Nam. Tén goi nay co
ngudn gdc truc tiép tir nhimg ngudi noi tiéng Tai song trén phan lanh thé thude nude Vit
Nam ngay nay. Tir thé ki XVIII, thong qua cac tac pham dan toc ch1 bang quan sat, cac hoc
gia Nho gi4o kiéu quan binh vuong triéu di ghi chép vé ma ca rong. Py 1a co so dé danh
Xung ma ca r6ng trd thanh mot di san tudng tugng cua nudc Viét Nam da toc nguoi va dugce
t6 d¢am, pho bién thong qua chinh dong vin hoc viét vé ca rong bung nd trong thoi can dai va
lién tuc duoc tai san xuat tén goi theo dong lich sir, roi tré' thanh chét liéu trong cac sang tac
van hoc hién dai.
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